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Handling of Student Absences Related to COVID-19

Necessary items regarding student absences are set forth in the guidelines for absences of
UoA students based on the provisions of Article 12 of the University Regulation on the Completion
of University of Aizu Studies (hereinafter referred as the “REGULATION.”), As the “Ordinance for
partial revision of the ordinance designating COVID-19 as a designated infectious disease” was
enforced on February 1, 2020, COVID-19 has been regarded as a type | infectious disease of
infectious diseases designated in the School Health and Safety Act. If students are diagnosed as
infected with the new coronavirus, they shall be suspended from attending classes until they make
a full recovery, in accordance with Article 18 Paragraph 2 of the Enforcement Regulations for the
School Health and Safety Act. The provisions of Article 2, Paragraph 1, Item(2) of the guidelines
for absences of UoA students stipulate that such cases shall be handled as excused absences.

On the other hand, nothing is set forth regarding handling of student absences in the event that
a student is suspected as being infected and/ or during a period when measures are taken to
prevent spreading the disease.

As such, the university determined the handling of student absences related to COVID-19 s on
the attached document as of 27 March 2020 in order to prevent spreading the disease on campus
and to implement educational and research activities in a safe environment in an effort to protect
the safety of university students. The applicable period was until the first semester or the second
quarter, however, still the number of cases of COVID-19 has increased across the nation. As such,
the Government of Japan and Fukushima Prefecture have requested the continuation and
enhancement of the countermeasures against COVID-19.

Therefore, we will take management in the same way as the second quarter regarding Handling
of Student Absences Related to COVID-19 for the time being after the third quarter.

In the case of absences of faculty/ staff members, Leave due to Traffic Accidents, etc. (Special
Leave) indicated in (Notification) Countermeasures Against COVID-19 [No. 9] issued on March 6,
2020 will be utilized.

(Points to consider toward determination of this handling of student absences related to
the COVID-19 infection)

- The university is required to have students self-quarantine at home in the event that they
have cold-like symptoms such as fever as the COVID-19 is prone to have a long incubation
period. In the event of a student living with someone (family, etc.) with cold-like symptoms
such as fever, we also must have them self-quarantine at home as they can possibly be an
individual having close contact with an infected individual.

- As the COVID-19 is currently pandemic worldwide, the university is required to have

individuals who have returned from regions for which the Ministry of Foreign the Affairs

has issued a Level 2 Travel Warning within the last two weeks (during which they are



required to check their health condition) self-quarantine at home.
In the event that individuals are detained in accordance with the quarantine act

The university is required to consider individuals who have been involuntarily isolated
overseas due to suspected infection OR individuals who have been isolated for reasons
beyond their control and therefore being required to attend classes is recognized as
unreasonable.

The university is required to consider individuals who require daily medical care and have
a high risk of developing serious symptoms OR individuals who have a high risk of
developing serious symptoms due to underlying conditions, etc.

The university is required to consider individuals who are unable to attend classes due to
a need to take care of a child due to the closure of elementary schools, etc. implemented
by the national government to prevent spreading the COVID-19 infection and therefore
non-attendance in order to take care of the child in question is recognized as unavoidable,

although this is not the prevention of spreading the COVID-19 infection on campus.
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1 Handling of student absences

In the event that students are infected with COVID -19 or identified as having had close
contact with an infected individual, they shall be suspended from attending classes in
accordance with Article 19 of the School Health and Safety Act. The suspension period shall
be as follows: 1) The period until they recover from the disease for those infected, 2) the period
until the stay-at-home request is lifted for those identified as having had close contact with an
infected individual.

Further, in order to prevent spreading COVID-19 infection, in the event that students are
absent from classes in the following cases, the absence shall be handled as excused absence
for the period recognized as necessary. Those who are suspected of being infected shall self-
quarantine at home, etc.

(1) Individuals suspected as being infected (Including those with cold-like symptoms such

as fever)

(2) Individuals living with someone (family, etc.) suspected of being infected (including those
living with individuals with cold-like symptoms such as fever)

(3) Individuals who have returned from regions for which the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
issued a Level 2 or higher Travel Warning and been requested to self-quarantine in
designated places for the length of period set forth in Japan’s border control measures

(4) Individuals who are detained in accordance with the quarantine act

(5) Individuals who have been involuntarily isolated overseas due to suspected infection OR

individuals who have been isolated for reasons beyond their control and therefore being

required to attend classes is recognized as unreasonable

(6) Individuals who require daily medical care and have a high risk of developing serious

symptoms OR individuals who have a high risk of developing serious symptoms due to

underlying conditions, etc. for whom, as a result of consulting with their primary physician, etc.,
it has been determined that they should not attend classes in consideration of the regional
infection status.

(7) Individuals who are unable to attend classes due to a need to take care of a child due to

the closure of elementary schools, etc. and therefore non-attendance in order to take care of

the child in question is recognized as unavoidable

(8) Individuals whose absence from class is otherwise determined by Dean of Students is

necessary in order to prevent the spread of the disease




2 Procedures and points to note
(1) Ifany of the above applies to a student, they must immediately contact the Student Affairs

Division Academic Affairs Section the (sad-aas@u-aizu.ac.jp) and inform the staff of their

symptoms, situation, etc. The Student Affairs Division must record this information and
contact their course instructors in a timely manner.

(2) If any of the above applies to a student, they are required to record whether they have a
fever or other cold symptoms on a daily basis during the period of their absence. Then they
prepare an attached “health observations sheet” and submit it together with a “Request
for Excused Absence” (Form 1 of the UoA Guidelines for the Handling of Student Absence)
to the Student Affairs Division Academic Affairs Section within one week of their return. (In
the event that they fail to submit a health observations sheet, their absences will be
retroactively handled as unexcused absences.)

(3) These measures listed as 1) to 8) above fall under the definition set forth in Article 10 of
the University Regulation on the Completion of University of Aizu Studies for an “iliness or
any other unavoidable reason.”

(4) In case the period of absence requested in accordance with 2) above conflicts with
term-end exams, students can request makeup exams by submitting a form designated by
the Student Affairs Section.

(5) Inthe event that a student does not attend classes for an extended period or their ability
to continue their studies is otherwise affected, the policy for the future handling of the
situation will be determined through consultation between the Student Affairs Division and
the instructors of the student’s class.

* In addition to case of the situations detailed in 1) to 8) above, should an individual be
unable to attend classes due to a force majeure not attributable to the individual such as
being unable to come to Japan due to the policies of governments around the world, this
will affect their ability to continue their studies. As such, the policy for the future handling
of said situation will be determined through consultation between the Student Affairs
Division and the instructors of the student’s class (However, in the event that the student
is capable of continuing their studies, their absence from classes will be handled as
excused absences.).

3 Date and Period of Enforcement
This handling shall be enforced as of April 1, 2020 and effective for the time being

4 Other
You are requested to continue to take countermeasures against the infection such as

washing your hands and wearing a mask etc.






